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ning no other person was prepared to enter into such en-
gagements as there were no prospects of any profit. The
writer accepted the contract and supplied salt to the Com-
pany according to the terms of his engagement even at a
loss. He never sold salt to beoparis though they offered
higher prices because he is convinced that the Company
are straightforward in their business. Has now learnt
that the Company have accepted tenders for the supply
of salt from other contractors at Calcutta at Rs, 100 per
100 mauiids. Requests that Ms rate may be increased
by ten rupees since he is an old contractor of the Company
and has large sums outstanding in this business at various
places. Hopes the addressee will help in securing this
advantage. Has already sent to tho addressee the letter
received by him from Calcutta (respecting the prevalent
rates at the place).
(2) Petition  of Pran Dai  and  other Salt  Contractors
in Orissa   to Mr   Wodsworth.    Have learnt that several
people have been granted parwanas by the authorities at
Calcutta to import salt from Balasore and supply it to the
Company at the rate of Rs. 110 per 100 maunds. These
people are offering higher prices to the manufacturers and
so the petitioners are unable to obtain the salt which they
have engaged to supply to the Company at the rate of
Rs, 77 per 100 maunds. Requests that the petitioners
may be granted a monopoly of this business and that no
one else may be allowed to import salt from Balasore and
that if anyone does so the petitioners shall have power
to seize Ms stock. Unless these favours are granted they
would not be able to fulfil their contract with the Company
and besides they will be put to a great loss as they have
advanced money to the manufacturers in many places
and would not be able to recover it at all. (OE 325-6;
TR 27, pp 399-402, no 292; AR 4, p 483).
Jun. 6. 457. From JSFawab Sa'adat AH Khan. Is delighted to
receive Ms letter. Has also learnt from the letters of Ms
vakil, Gokul Chand Chaube, that the Governer-General
is expecting him at Calcutta. Says that the date and time